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completed 11th year of its existence. 

 
There are twenty resident children at 
present at Sishutirtha, among 
them five year old Parna 
is the youngest – and 
Mongoldeep, the eldest 
has completed his 
Higher Secondary 
examination.  
Mongoldeep, in the meanwhile attended a training in Animation with an organization at Kolkata, 

once a week. This organization offered Mongoldeep to join them after his 
examination if he wished so, but the conditions they offer may not be 
acceptable to him.  
Mongoldeep is keen to pursue the vocation of animation, if possible. We have 
approached a number of persons in this regard, but nothing        fruitful has 
come out as yet.  

 
Namita and Pia have appeared for Secondary Examination this 
year. Results of all three of them are awaited. 
 
 

As we have not been able to arrange study upto Secondary level owing to paucity of fund.  
 
 
 
 
 
Mitton, Buri and Rumi have completed Class VIII 
and are studying in Class IX in Binuria High School.   
Five of our children go to Binuria in classes IX and X.  
 
Last year three of our children left Sishutirtha at the end of their stay here. All three of them are 
well settled.  
 

Ganesh attended training in ceramics in 
‘Confetti’. He is taking pottery classes for the 
children of Upper Primary Section at 
Sishuthirtha. Ganesh is also producing beautiful 
glazed pottery, which have been sold in ‘Poush 
Mela. An organization from Kolkata took some 

of Ganesh’s product to be exhibited at a fair. A number of his pottery was sold from there. 
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Rabi, the voluntary worker at Sishutirtha, with the help of our children, is 
constructing a ‘Ghanta Tala’ (Bell Shade). The 
tiles required for this construction is being 
produced by Ganesh.  
With the kind help of Sri Hirak Ghosh, Sri Prabir 
Biswas and Sri Sanjay Samanta glazed pottery 
can now be produced at Sishutirtha. This is 
helping Ganesh a lot. We are grateful to all of them.  

 
 
Last September two new residents, Payel Haldar and Rohit 
Haldar joined Sishutirtha. They are already well-settled. 
 
 

 
Mita Chowdhury and Rakshakar Pal, two workers left Sishutirtha owing to personal reasons, in 
May last. Srikumar Dey joined Sishutirtha for a very short period. He also could not continue 
owing to his mother’s illness. Abhijit Bairagya has joined Sishutirtha recently. 
 
The Upper Primary School at Sishutirtha is running satisfactorily. Besides their academics, a 
number of crafts have been introduced. Previously girls were taught sewing, batik work and tie 
and dye and boys learned carpentary. Tailoring for girls and Book binding for boys have been 
introduced. Boys and girls both are learning pottery.  
 
We are celebrating Rabindranath Tagore’s 150th birth anniversary at Sishutirtha in a befitting 
manner. Sri Dikshit Sinha spoke to the children on Tagore’s thoughts on Rural Reconstruction 
and Tagore’s ideas on Indian villages on 4th September. The lecture was very appropriate for 
children and everyone enjoyed it. 

 
One of our members, Sri Avik Ghosh spoke to the children 
about Tagore’s Educational thoughts on 29th December. It was 
a wonderful speech, very appropriate for children. 
 
 
 

A singing competition of Tagore’s songs was held on 2nd March. Smt. 
Shyamali Banerjee and Smt. Manini Mukherjee from Santiniketan came 
as judges. The judges were of the opinion that all sang well, though they 
had to choose a few for the prizes.  
 
We intend to have some more functions for the celebrations. 
 
Every year we produce a calendar in order to raise fund. This year we 
have been able to use a rare painting of Rabindranath Tagore for our 
calendar.  
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Spring Festival is an annual event at Sishutirtha. This year a 
shortened form of the play 
‘Basanta’ by Rabindranath 
Tagore was staged as 
celebration of the Spring 
Festival. Many guests, among 
whom a number of first time visitors came to see the 

festival. Cultural programmes at Sishutirtha have always been praise worthy, the Spring Festival 
was enjoyed by one and all. 
 
With the help of the fund provided by the late member of the Parliament Arjun Sen Gupta a 

cottage for the boys could be built. 
Sri Ashoke Kumar Das, SDO, 
Bolpur inaugurated the cottage at a 

function 
which was 
followed by 

‘Vriksha Ropan’ (The tree planting ceremony). We, the 
members of Sishutirtha pray that the soul of Late Arjun 
Sen Gupta may rest in peace.  
 
Every year the children of Sishutirtha stage a full length drama in the local auditorium. We do 

not have the practice of using background singing in these 
plays. The children themselves sing, dance, act on the stage, 
which is very praiseworthy. This year in September the famous 
opera ‘Valmiki Prativa’ by Rabindranath Tagore was staged at 
‘Lipika’, the auditorium at Santiniketan. Everyone was all 
praise for the opera. Sri Amartya Mukhopadhyay a friend of 

Sishutirtha helped directing the play. Our heartfelt thanks to him. 
 
A two day excursion to Chandipur on 
sea was organized on 8th and 9th 
December, 2010. It was an educative as 
well as enjoyable trip for the children. 

 
 

 

 

This year also our children put up a stall 
in ‘Poush Mela’ the annual fair at 
Santiniketan. Pottery of Ganesh, needle-
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work, weaving, tie and dye were exhibited and sold there. The children managed the stall very 
well. 
 

Basu Vigjan Mandir (a science organization named after Jagadish 
Chandra Bose), the Bio-Technology Department of West Bengal and 
Sishutirtha jointly organized a bee-keeping camp at Sishutirtha. There 
were participants from villages all around. This camp benefited many 
others as well as Sishutirtha. Sishutirtha has started bee-keeping in a 
small way. A little honey has already been collected. 

 
 
Ruppur Village Panchayat has helped us in digging a pond at 

Sishutirtha. We are expecting that the 
coming monsoon will fill it up with 
water. We are thankful to Ruppur 
Village Panchayat. 
 

 
Kanti Bhai from London was kind enough to help us with fund in the past. This year he has 

helped us to build two mud 
cottages. We hope to 
complete the work in two 
months time. We intend to 
use the cottages for 

accommodating our guests.  
KantiBhai has also sent us fund for developing a nursery. This will also help us to generate fund. 
 
Mr. Changela, a friend of Kanti Bhai visited Santiniketan. He was satisfied with what we are 
doing at Sishutirtha. Mr. Changela after going back sent a 
number of blankets for our children. On Mr. Changela’s advice, 
Kanti Bhai sent us fund for repairing the old cottage – ‘Amal 
Kutir’. 
We are very thankful to both of them. 
 
 
All the members of Sishutirtha are requested to take more active interest in the work of 
Sishutirtha so that many more useful projects may be taken up for Sishutirtha. We hope to make 
the lives of our children more fruitful in future.  
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